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This book seeks to elucidate the underlying forces that drive the formation of social groups,
such as political parties, nations, and civilizations. Joonhong articulates this phenomenon
through the lens of "groupness," drawing parallels with developments in the natural
environment.! This explanation resonates with the ideas of Ibn Khaldun, who posited that
'assobiyah' serves as the cohesive force binding individuals together to forge robust nations
and civilizations.?

To comprehend society, Joonhong adopts a materialistic and mechanistic perspectives, viewing
humans as atoms and society as molecules, with relationships framed in altruistic versus selfish
terms.? I find this approach somewhat reductive; Rupert Sheldrake has provided a compelling
critique of reductionism, arguing that such perspectives lead to superficial analyses that fail to
capture the unique and holistic nature of human beings.* Furthermore, Joonhong perceives the
emergence of human groups as an evolutionary strategy for survival.’

In discussing radicalization within society, Joonhong attributes violence to polarization.®
However, I believe this explanation is incomplete, as violence often arises from racist
ideologies that serve as root causes of radicalization. A poignant example is found in the case
of Zionism, which has resulted in the genocide of the native population in Gaza. This racist,
evil, and violent ideology has incited global resistance against its terror, the terrorism
perpetrated by Zionism was supported by democratic states like the United States, the United
Kingdom, and Germany.

One critical factor in shaping human groups and factions is ideology. Joonhong defines
ideology as a logical system that seeks to explain social phenomena, predict future
developments, and suggest societal direction.” I find this definition particularly useful for
simplifying our understanding of how ideology operates. He argues that modern individuals
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have embraced ideologies as the new glue for their factions, replacing older bonds such as
region, blood ties, and language.®

My favorite chapter in this book addresses the crisis of democratic system. Joonhong contends
that democracy is inherently unstable due to the conflicting values produced by capitalist
economy and democratic ideology. The most apparent conflict arises from the inequality
generated by capitalism, which is perceived as unjust within a democratic framework.® I
wholeheartedly agree with this argument, as I have explored similar themes in my previous
work on the problems facing democracy.® Additionally, Joonhong identifies "groupness
ideology" as a significant threat to democratic systems—an ideology characterized by an 'us
versus them' mentality that often leads to the demonization of marginalized groups, such as
refugees and foreign laborers.!!

Overall, Joonhong Park's book provides an in-depth examination of the motivations behind
human group formation throughout history. While some perspectives may be reductive, they
still offer valuable tools for analyzing the social dimensions of human groups, factions, and
relationships. The book effectively identifies the incoherence inherent in the capitalist system
and democratic ideology, a dissonance that has precipitated ongoing crises within democratic
frameworks.
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